
Helping Pets in  
Johannesburg  
Community Led Animal Welfare 
(CLAW)

FAST FACTS  IFAW is bringing desperately needed medical care and food to animals 
in 37 impoverished townships across Johannesburg 
in South Africa.
 As unemployment escalates, many people are struggling to feed their pets. The number of abandoned animals is rising dramatically.  Every week IFAW’s CLAW project treats over 700 animals – many are in an appalling condition. Since the CLAW project began, the average lifespan of pets has risen from just two years to  

over eight. 

The problem:
In the townships of Johannesburg, crippling poverty 
is having a devastating effect on domestic cats and 
dogs. Owners cannot afford to give their beloved 
pets even basic healthcare, so when a cat or dog falls 
ill, its chances are grim. Many are simply abandoned 
and left to wander the streets looking for food, weak 
and riddled with parasites. As owners cannot afford 
to have their animals neutered, the number of strays 
escalates. Thousands of animals are dying from 
malnourishment and disease, yet basic veterinary care 
could save so many of them.

Our solution:
At IFAW, we believe that no animal should suffer 
from an illness or injury that can be easily treated. 
That’s why in Johannesburg we have been delivering 
free veterinary treatment and pet care to 37 
impoverished townships since 1992. Our mobile 
clinics are a lifeline for any animal stricken by disease 
or malnutrition. Every single day, people line up by 
the hundreds in debris-strewn fields or on street 
corners, carrying their pets in blankets, cardboard 

How you can help:
GET INVOLVED  Persuade everyone you know 
who has a pet to have it spayed or neutered.

Adopt an animal from a shelter rather than buying one from a 
pet shop or breeder.

DONATE  Your gift will help our mobile clinics deliver 
vet care to the dogs and cats that need it most. To donate, go 
to www.ifaw.org/donate or call us on 1-800-932-4329.

boxes and pushcarts. We treat animals for common 
conditions like mange, distemper and parasites, and 
give owners practical advice to help them do all they 
can for their pets. Our main clinic can also provide 
emergency care, saving poisoned animals or operating 
on animals hit by traffic. 
The team also goes on daily searches across the 
townships, informal settlements and garbage dumps 
to find sick and homeless animals desperately in need 
of medical treatment and food. 
Education is a key part of what we do, going from 
door to door to help people understand about abuse 
and neglect and how to care for pets. Children 
are the key to a better future for animals, so our 
project also visits schools across the area to promote 
responsible pet ownership. 
By providing free spaying and 
neutering services across the 
townships, we’re reducing the 
number of unwanted strays 
roaming the streets. Rather 
than abandoning animals on 
the streets, people are bringing 
unwanted animals to us, and we 
are finding them new  
loving homes through social 
networking websites. 
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